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and muttered among themselves
that
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palace walls. Again and again
He turned and ran, but

They were delighted to see
kept his promise and made
Fianna were happy to have
will stop him," said

Fianna.' The king agreed.
music was heard in Tara.
came towards the dun, and
raised. The goblin fled, but
again, and the king made
Junior. 1989). The Boyhood of
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The two wise women reared
of warriors to kill him.

but had no luck. When

Then one morning in springtime,
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and bring it to him.

to eat any of it.

to take away the pain.

pain. Fionn Becomes Wise When
said sadly. From then on,

Book 1 / Intermediate. 1993).
chieftain of the Fianna was

the many gifts possessed by
knowledge. The story of how
wonder salmon. At this time,

post as his servant, which

course he did not tell

" Thus it was that

happened one misty morning that
4. The lady came towards
taken this day ! " And

behind them. 9. But when
Welcome, O Ossian, son of
thought often of his father
see once more my father
years had passed away, and
He asked the horsemen if
this, and knew that neither
in all the places where

a great Irish chief named
our land. One morning, as
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beat out the fire with

was too quick for him

standing before them, with the
leader of the Fianna. All

as their leader. They knew
Mac Cumbhaill, “if you make

got a magic spear-from Fiachra
pressed the blade of the
rushed at it with his

threw the spear and it

Captain of the Fianna. (Strands
The Stories of the Celts

. The boy's mother feared that
as the son of a

had to leave his mountain
asked him why he spent

heard a shout and a

to roast it over a

was not to eat any

cooked the salmon very carefully
Becomes Wise When Fionn
brought

brought the salmon to his

could see the past and
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, son of Cumhal, about whom
there was one which surpassed
obtained this gift is as

was a young boy and

readily accepted. Of course he
the reason why he lived
unknowingly obtained the coveted
gift

and his son Ossian were

, and spoke to him sweetly
answered : " Who and what
and all his followers saw

, to the Land of Youth

, and the friends he had

, and all my comrades."

was dead, and all those

was yet alive, or if

nor any of the other

had dwelt, but nowhere did

, who lived in the days

and Ossian were hunting on
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lady came close to them,

father over our kingdom.'

away towards the sea-shore,
leaving

' Welcome, Ossian, son of

to gain one talk with

short time ; and now neither

he placed a noted warrior,

noted warrior, Fionn Mac Cumhal.
and elegance of her dress.

her. Having bidden adieu to
desire to see his father,

altered. When he enquired for
glories of the brave, And
happened one misty morning that
silver. The lady came towards
thou, O lovely maiden ? "

up behind them. Now, when
Welcome, O Qisin, son of
thought often of his father

see once more my father
hundred years had passed away ;
He asked the horsemen if

"We have heard of

this, and knew that neither

in all the places where

glories of the brave, And

the cell, they sought, Great
LAND OF YOUTH. PART I.

was their astonishment, for neither
As the lady approached him,

the Land of Youth. When

PART Il. So Qisin bade

strange. She told him that

he saw no signs of

admiration. He asked them about
He visited every place where
stately oak and wood, Lost

nOg | One day, when

head. When she drew near,

is my son," said

Qisin, son of the great

meaning to ask news of

by, and asked news of
hospitably, and asked him about
YOUNG OQisin, the son of
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inquired who she was and
did not wish Ossian to

sorrowing for the son he

, to the Land of the

and his companions of old
nor any of his generation
Mac Cumhal. Fionn had a
had a son, Qisin, a

, on behalf of the Fianna
and his companions. who raised
, and all his old companions
and his companions he found
, my sire and king."

Mac Cumbhail and his son
and spoke to him sweetly
inquired. " Tell me thy

and all his followers saw

, to the Land of Youth

and the friends he had

and all my comrades. Then
was dead, and all those
was yet alive, or if

that there was never any
nor any of the other

had dwelt, but nowhere did

, my sire and king."

, and the Fianna fleet ; Than
, the great Irish hero, had
nor his men had ever

said : " Who art thou

heard his answer, great was
and the Fianna a sad

and the Fianna had passed
or his men, but, in

and his men. They answered
and his men had lived
placed its nest. The tuneful
and Oisin were hunting with
said to her : " What

,"and | love him

;" he said. " Welcome

and the Fianna, they shrank
and Oscar, but they could
and Oscar and the heroes
was a tall, handsome young
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It happened one day, when
gold also. She looked at
welcome, O Princess," said

is that man ?" asked

now ask Qisin, son of

the Fianna, of his father

still remembered the name of
as old and weak as

told him of the things

once again with my father
know so many stories about
One morning early in summer,
was Qisin, the son of

was studded with bright jewels.
go to Tir na nOg.

longed to see Ireland and
Ireland. But Ireland had changed.
Oisin told St Patrick about

to come home to see

who was the son of

near, she called out to

Land of the Young."

he said. Waving goodbye to
TIR NA nOG One morning
Killarney. Oisin, the son of

is your name?' asked

go away with you.'

he wished he could see
Ireland. But Ireland had changed.
told the saint all about

OISIN Qisin, the son of

the Fianna were utterly. defeated,
cloudless sky over Lough Lein.
her and be her husband.

OF SLIEVENAMON. One day as
it came to pass that

his knees before his captain,
an oath to serve under

as brave as any in

by. And then one morning,

of Fionn's great hounds. Then
next day's tide to Ireland.

done wrong, Arthur,' said

his hand in friendship to

them from that day on.

Mac Airt was High King.
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and Oisin were hunting, that
and said, "O great leader

. "What has caused you to

. "He is your own son

, to come with me to

, and of all his friends

and they knew many stories
had been when he had

had loved - the music

and the mighty men of

and about the brave deeds
and the Fianna were hunting
. There was a thick mist
spoke. He asked her who
was sad to see him

and the Fianna once more
and the Fianna were long
and the Fianna and the

and the Fianna. Niamh gave
MacCumbhail and much loved by
. "Great chief, | am Niamh
was sad, for he feared

and his friends, he jumped
Mac Cumbhaill and the Fianna
, was with them. There was
Mac Cumbhaill. "My name is
was sad to see his

and the Fianna and his

and the Fianna were long
and the Fianna. He also

, was one of the greatest
and Oisin and the few

addressed her and asked whence

became sad at the thought
MacCumbhall and a number of
, son of Cumbhail, won for

Mac Cumbhail. He promised on
Mac Cumbhail and Cormac, the
Mac Cumbhail's band and a
decided to bring his men

put his Thumb of Knowledge
met them when they returned
. "But | will turn my

. And not one cloud of

Mac Cumbhail took the horses
Mac Cumbhaill was leader of
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their time hunting and fishing.
The Leader of the Fianna
came among them. "l am

the Fianna, would have harmed
the Fianna hung their head.
friend of Fionn's father, gave
as the goblin plays."

" Fionn Faces the Goblin
goblin vanished into the mist.
"Will you shake hands with
Ireland?" Goll turned to

Fionn and shook his hand.
before him. The Fianna With
became famous throughout the
land.

great wolfhounds ran beside them.

beautiful music on the harp.
come from?" "l am

" said Finegas. He took

hot food and clean clothes.
heroes and battles. By day

cooked the meals. One evening

Knowledge!" gasped Finegas.
While

you say, sir," replied

blister rose from its back.
thumb. To ease the pair

the fish. In the cloud

battles and won them all.
staring at?" he asked

" he asked Fionn. When

very sad. He knew that

of Knowledge. Many years later
Fianna to a great feast.

the Fianna before his death.
the goblin's music. At last
stepped forward. "My name is
wish," answered the king.
could reach the wooden walls
the palace walls. Once more
but did not get far.

of the Fianna to sleep.

old man's gratitude. Next day
the goblin's sleep they saw
the Fianna, and to serve

Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn

Fionn

Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn

Fionn

Fionn

Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn
Fionn

had two fine hunting dogs
left Finnéigeas and made his
Mac Cumbhail, and | have

, but he dared not, as
jumped to his feet, and

a magic spear. "Press this
Faces the Goblin Fionn took
took the spear and went
Becomes Leader Back at Tara
and take him as your

and shook his hand. Fionn
was now leader of the

as its leader, the Fianna

had his fort on the

Mac Cumbhaill was the leader
liked to listen to the

;" answered the boy. "My

to his hut and gave

lived happily with the old

kept the hut warm and

heard footsteps coming towards
the

lit a fire Finegas prepared

. As the fish cooked, a

forgot what Finegas had said
sucked his thumb. As soon
saw himself as a man

also received the gift of

. When Fionn told him what
told him what had happened
had received the gift of

went to visit the High
followed the warriors into the
set out for Tara hoping
stepped forward. "My name is
, the son of Cumhall,"
grabbed his magic spear and
beat out the fire with

beat out the fire. When

hurled his magic spear through
got his magic spear from
became leader of the Fianna
returning to Tara, carrying the
and his king. (Ages Ago

4042
4052
4054
4056
4062
4063
4066
4068
4070
4072
4072
4072
4076

4076

4091
4099
4123
4125
4126
4126

4129

4130

4130
4131
4131
4132
4134
4137
4137
4137
4138
4138
4140
4144
4144
4145
4146
4146
4147
4152
4155
4157
4168



skill of Diarmuid that brought

in marriage. At this time

discreet in all Erin. When

asked him what had brought
hated the idea of marrying

her beyond the power of

the son and grandson of

undying hatred and vengeance of
to persuade Grania to choose
Knowing well the character of
they did so; for when

body. From that day forth
emerged safe from every danger.
arranged between King Cormac
and

of land far away from

to invite her father and

it, consented. King Cormac and

year at Rath Grania. But

neighbouring hill, where he found
he found Fionn before him.

the side. Diarmuid now reminded
palms from the nearest well.
performed in the past for
entreaties to those of Diarmuid,
Grania from him, and when
boldness unsurpassed Before
whose prowess

reverence with which Cuchulainn
and

Yes, and the tales of

the Evil Eye, or of

told lies.'" "

Wherever the Gaelic language
lives,

masters of the warrior bands.

of destiny. Behold him, little

of the North's enchanted mountain,

quicken trees upon an island,
in the knowledge that great
leader of the Fianna was
Mac Cool. He was called
adventures. Qisin, the son of
in one eye) disagreed with
the legendary cycles of the
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and the Fianna safe from

was advanced in years, being

, accompanied by the chief men
to Tara, and he expressed

, @ man older than her

. But Diarmuid was too loyal

. With one voice they counselled
, and would be almost sure
instead of himself, but finding

, Diarmuid decided that he and
realised what had happened his
employed all his power and
was finally forced to give

on the one hand and

and Cormac, and he and

on a visit, and Diarmuid
accepted the invitation, and there
, though apparently reconciled to
Diarmuid

before him. Fionn told Diarmuid
told Diarmuid that the boar

that it was in the

, however, only exulted in the

, and when others of the
relented and set off to

went for the third time

would learn To bow his

were regarded by their
companions

too," said Padraic. "
overcoming the dragon, you can
and the Fianna," answered

and Oisin are as familiar

, son of the dead chief

, reared by a kindly nurse

is bewitched, and his youthful
is snared again, and the

has escaped ; and at Howth
Mac Cool. He was called
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were in the days when

the Ancient Men. Stories of

In some of the stories,

and ballads which tell that

" Everyone had heard of
entirely with the adventures of
These were Qisin, son of

and they told him of

white sea waves were silver,
boldness unsurpassed, Before
whose prowess

in Ireland a chief named
Everyone chosen to serve with
scholar and poet as well.
well-shaped youth, handsome and
brave.

the bard Oisin, son of

home to Ireland and see

in Ireland a chief named
Everyone chosen to serve with
scholar and poet as well.
well-shaped youth, handsome and
brave.

the bard Oisin, son of

home to Ireland and see
Qisin, the poet, son of

of Youth. One morning, as
gazed with bright eyes on

wed no other ! " When

Qisin. Oisin bade farewell to
trace of his brave father,
1948). The Land of Youth
stopped when she came to
where the great fort of

"We don't know anyone called
about a great leader named
brightly in a cloudless sky.
"Call the hounds," said

gold. "Beautiful Princess," said
to serve you?" asked

"Oisin, my son," said

that is so," said

" Qisin said goodbye to

am Qisin, the son of

the whole country looking for
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sixteenth

mac Cumhail and his brave
mac Cumhail had been told
was a giant. A lake

was a human being, a

, and so the history teachers
and the Fianna. Such was

, and Caoilte, son of Ronan
and the Fianna. " The

would have given them all

would learn To bow his

Mac Cuail. He was captain
had to prove himself worthy
himself was the greatest hero

was glad to see his

." Now, one sunny morning
his father and his old

mac Cumhail. He was captain
had to prove himself worthy
himself was the greatest hero

was glad to see his

" Now, one sunny morning
, his father, and his old

, went to live in the

and his men were hunting

. " Great chief," she

heard these words he was
and his men. He leaped

, hor of any of the

and his men were hunting

. "l am Niamh of the

had stood. The fort was

," they said. An old

who lived in that fort

and Oisin and a small

, "and we will start."

, "will you please tell us

. "I have come here because
, "any woman in Ireland would
. "I will not ask you

and to his friends, and
MacCool," he said, "and
and the Fianna, and cannot
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of the great deeds of

FINN......... 223 (complete corpus)
that is, a poet) named

taste it will be named

boy, when he had told

"Fear not, Demna," said

and noble deeds. One morning
he heard the voice of

future." "Alas!" said

Your name must also be

But | am also called

"Of a truth you are

great chief was? He was

son of Cool, the same

far as the house where

staying with his foster mothers.
Soon that day came and

for the River Boyne. When
sitting on the bank, fishing.
became Finegas' pupil. In return
to catch Fintan. One day

and laughed until... he died!

he got tired. He told

down in his hut while

Finn cooked the salmon. As

It was very sore and

as soon as Finegas saw

what had happened. He told
his head against a tree.

wasn't the only gift that

Their names were Cu-chu-lain and
THE QUICKEN TREES Midac put

of the Quicken Trees; so

till the hunting-party returned, while

And it was arranged that

the hunting-party had returned. As

see in any direction; and

the great door behind him.
one came, and at length

of one night " Then

from this strait." Whereupon
not so ' " replied

and some lamented aloud. But

Fionn
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MacCool and the Fianna.
(Rainbow

, which means " the Fair

." For seven long years

his story. "Fear not, Demna

. "You shall live here in

the Bard came into the

: What have you done, Demna
, "you have eaten of my

, since you have tasted first

. The great King Con, of

;" said the Bard. "You

, the son of Cool, the

who, as Demna the boy
McCool was staying with his
was busy learning everything he
left his foster mothers and
reached the river, he found
told him who he was

did lots of work for

told Finegas that the best

was in the woods collecting

to cook the salmon and
cooked the salmon. As Finn
turned the salmon over he
stuck his thumb in his

he knew what had happened
that he may as well

sat down and ate the

got from the salmon. If

. Cuchulain was the earlier of
under gesa to partake of

held council with his companions
went to the palace with

should send word immediately to
and his party came nigh

, fearing some foul play, would
and his friends were much
spoke : - " We have

again spoke " You know
placed his thumb under his

." | grieve that my

again spoke, and said, "
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THE QUICKEN TREES Midac put

of the Quicken Trees; so

till the hunting-party returned, while

And it was arranged that

the hunting-party had returned. As

see in any direction ; and

the great door behind him.
one came, and at length

of one night " Then

from this strait." Whereupon
not so ' " replied

and some lamented aloud. But
Patrick Readers / Senior. 1925).
great hero of Ireland was

their time hunting and fishing.
the truth. Oisin, son of
Wonderful stories are told of
out of sheer love for

of sheer love for Finn.

himself, always sat next to

are told that at times

strange gift would come to
in Ireland remind us of
all speak to us of
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Eireann-the Fenians of Erin. Fionn (Finn

and Fancy / Junior. 1963).

one to do it,"

Finn's father, Cumhal. He gave
the goblin." He taught

hour of need should come.
that man had never known.
turned and fled before him.

the Fianna together. Pointing to
new captain of the Fianna.
Read / Extension E. 1974).
Man A time came when

the Fianna. Then one day

‘Let us share our shellfish,
agree to that,' answered

out the catch between them.
and so were the shellfish.

the tide had gone out,

was the other shadow again.

FINN
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under gesa to partake of

held council with his companions
went to the palace with

should send word immediately to
and his party came nigh

, fearing some foul play, would
and his friends were much
spoke : - " We have

again spoke " You know
placed his thumb under his

." | grieve that my

again spoke, and said, "

MAC COOL - | The

, who lived in the time

and his men were of

, who was a poet, sang

, and of his son, Oisin

. FINN MAC COOL - li

MAC COOL - Il When

, and played sweet music to
had the Second-sight, through
having

, so that he could see

. When we see the outline

. He is said to have

) MacCuail was their chief. ,
Fionn's

BECOMES CAPTAIN OF THE
FIANNA

thought in his heart. So

a spear having a head

how to use it, and

took the spear and, leaving
listened, amazed and rapt, till
chased it northward towards a
, he said, " Here is

ruled and led them for
MacCumbhail and the Tall Dark
Mac Cumbhail was poor. He
was so hungry that he

Mac Cumhail,’ said the
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‘Let us share our shellfish,

‘| agree to that,'

share out the shellfish. Again

and so were the shellfish.
‘Let us share our shellfish,
young man. 'No," said

with yours." 'Well said,

'l do not,' said

''Of course,' said

' said the young man.
Legend How did the young
fish in the great sea,

great gate of Tara went
table. But the eyes of

his eyes fell upon young
have you come here?'

first question, my name is
man.' And Cormac gave

in the hall, up stood
Fianna!' replied the brave
night,' said Cormac. So

in your work tonight.'
handed the spear to young
magic spear in his hand,
nearer it came! At last,

As the music grew stronger,
the castle wall. Half asleep,
his sleepiness left him and
rolling ball of green flame.
the door of the rath,

others had left the castle,
morning, they returned and found
the High King, approached him,
' And that is how

been before him. And under
to one captain only -
outside attack. It was with
Small Men One day, when
in Erin, it happened that

up the strand he bade

he bade Finn "Good day".
message from our King to
the present time," said

of the great deeds of

Finn
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Mac Cumhail,’ he said
answered. They worked together
again

heard something, and looked
behind

sat cold and hungry at

Mac Cumhail,’ said the

. 'This time I'll keep my

I" said the stranger. 'That

. 'l am your Godchild,'

laughing. 'l remember well, but
looked and saw three great
take his father's place as

Mac Cumbhail knew that the

, his fair head held high

Mac Cumbhail went cold and
Mac Cumbhail. Cormac had the
stood straight and tall before

, the son of Cumhail, who

a place at his own

Mac Cumbhail. '‘Cormac, High King
. The silence of the hall

left the hall. Taking his

thanked the old man, but

, who took the spear from
began walking along the walls
could see Aillen, floating across
felt sleep falling upon him
heard the sound of the

saw Aillen standing across from
pulled off his cloak and

drew back his arm, took

stayed on guard himself until
watching for them, his eyes
said, 'l have kept the

Mac Cumbhail became captain of
, the Fianna came to its

Mac Cumbhail. Under him, he
Mac Cumbhail that the Fianna
Mac Cool and the Fianna

was taking a walk along

"Good day". Finn returned the
returned the giant's salute, and
Mac Cool," "Finn is

, "but if you will give

Mac Cool," said the
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will give that message to
he conies back," said
Hearing this, the giant bade
back into the sea, and

his head. The next day
hurling on the sands. As
day". "Good day to yourself,
"Who are you?" asked

"Is that so0." said

out of you." said

Lazy Back sat down and
"By my word," said

living can lift you."

of the Small Men told

do you feel?" asked

" The fourth man told

can you steal?" asked

are you called?" said

why is that?" asked

and calling be?" asked
ship for me?" asked
Three Sticks. And to show
on the beach, and asked
turn around on his heel.
on the sea. And when

the water. "Now," said

do not know." So

day on it, and then
pleased to see the great
was over he spoke to
King. "Have no fear, said
it with my head."

to look after him. Then
while Knowing Man spoke to
know that much," said

us good warning," said

on our guard," said
chamber. As he did so,

it, and to watch while

not run away," said

" So there and then

castle of the witch, leaving
ship. When they reached it,
" . "Far Feeler," said

fell dead into the sea.
there that are bigger than
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Mac Cool when he conies

. Hearing this, the giant bade
"Good day", and turned around
watched him go till the

was strolling along in the
went by them he bade

Mac Cool, Chief of the

, "and what is your calling

, " maybe you'd tell me

. Lazy Back sat down and
caught a good hold on

, "you are speaking the truth
then turned to the next

he was called Far Feeler

. "l can feel an ivy

that his name was Knowing

. "Anything | wish." said

to the seventh of the

. "Because with my arrow |
of the eighth and last

. "While you were turning around
he was telling the truth

to turn around on his

did as he was asked

turned around again he saw
when he saw this ship

took the eight Small Men
and the eight Small Men
Mac Cool that he ordered
and told him that a

, "l and my men will

then asked that the strongest
and his eight Small Men

and said: "You did a

, "maybe you can tell us

to Hearing Ear, "when she

. No sooner were the words

, the two nurses and all
measured it with his own

. "Let us follow the witch

and the eight Small Men
Bowman and some others to
ordered sails to be raised

, "be ready to tell us

and the Small Men sailed
Mac Cool himself." When
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and knocked on the door.
once more. He warmly thanked
one day long ago that

the chase - all but

its face and neck. When

the house. That evening when
was safe with them."

Beinn Edair and landed there.

the end of seven days

howling of dogs." When

Druid. Throughout that time,
whenever

sorrow in the heart of

Lomaim, Brod, and Lomluth and
of the seven years, as

saw the five hounds of

they had forgotten their master,
had forgotten their master, Finn.
of playing around him, and
face. In a short time

learned to talk, he told
remember of the time before
This was all told by

OISIN-I. Oisin, the son of

only to be told that

since Oisin, the son of

OISIN i dTIR na nOG

reined in as she approached.
slowly to the presence of

the Land of Youth. When

of grief and lamentation. And

is Qisin, the son of

desire to see his father,

it, for the great king,

he saw no sign of

person. Qisin asked them about
have heard of the hero,

ages ago. We heard that
thinking always of his father,

/ ?). The Fianna Go A-Hunting
much open and smooth ground.
seen from the place where

is a boar," said

a distance and howled. Then
setting. STANDISH O'GRADY.
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himself opened the door for
and the Small Men. He

Mac Cumhal and his men
himself and his two dogs
saw that he wondered much
was alone a beautiful young
was so charmed with the
and the Fianna went out
turned homewards. Quickly he
sped

heard this he uttered no

was not fighting against the

, except when he would throw
hoped that, by taking only
and some of his chief
standing in a ring, keeping

. Finn and the other chiefs
and the other chiefs then
thought there was a look
began to think the boy

all that he could remember
found him. | lived with

to the Fianna, and they

, was both a brave warrior
and the Fianna were but

, had ridden away from the
and his companions were hunting
and the Fianna were greatly

, he addressed her courteously in
and the Fianna heard him
came up to him and

, for whom my daughter, Niamh
, and the Fianna, so he

, and the Fianna are all

and his companions. What he
and the Fianna, whether they
, who ruled the Fianna of

had a son named Qisin

, and his lost companions of
and his men went on

himself was on the right
stood, but the sound of

to the hunter who was
slipped Bran. So swiftly flew
and His Companions. (Saint
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them thenceforward. High Deeds of Finn

and chanted the triumph of Finn
back to the Isle of Finn
men on the Island of Finn
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