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1990s Texts / Top 5 Proper Types 
Fionn ~ Finn – 133 / Cuchulainn - 54 / Conor - 50 / Setanta – 42 / Maeve - 34 
 

 
#1  

Most Frequently used Lexical Words / 1993 / Finn 
 

FINN.........55 (1993) 
Small Men One day, when  Finn Mac Cool and the Fianna 115  
in Erin, it happened that  Finn was taking a walk along 115  
up the strand he bade  Finn "Good day". Finn returned the 116  
he bade Finn "Good day".  Finn returned the giant's salute, and 116  
message from our King to  Finn Mac Cool," "Finn is 118  
the present time,'' said  Finn , "but if you will give 119  
of the great deeds of  Finn Mac Cool," said the 120  
will give that message to  Finn Mac Cool when he conies 121  
he conies back," said  Finn . Hearing this, the giant bade 121  
Hearing this, the giant bade  Finn "Good day", and turned around 122  
back into the sea, and  Finn watched him go till the 122  
his head. The next day  Finn was strolling along in the 124  
hurling on the sands. As  Finn went by them he bade 124  
day". "Good day to yourself,  Finn Mac Cool, Chief of the 124  
"Who are you?" asked  Finn , "and what is your calling 125  
"Is that so." said  Finn , " maybe you'd tell me 126  
out of you." said  Finn . Lazy Back sat down and 128  
Lazy Back sat down and  Finn caught a good hold on 129  
"By my word," said  Finn , "you are speaking the truth 130  
living can lift you."  Finn then turned to the next 131  
of the Small Men told  Finn he was called Far Feeler 133  
do you.feel?" asked  Finn . "I can feel an ivy 133  
" The fourth man told  Finn that his name was Knowing 135  
can you steal?" asked  Finn . "Anything I wish." said 137  
are you called?" said  Finn to the seventh of the 140  
why is that?" asked  Finn . "Because with my arrow I 142  
name and calling'be?" asked  Finn of the eighth and last 144  

ship for me?" asked  Finn . "While you were turning 
around 146  

Three Sticks. And to show  Finn he was telling the truth 147  
on the beach, and asked  Finn to turn around on his 147  
turn around on his heel.  Finn did as he was asked 147  
on the sea. and when  Finn turned around again he saw 147  
the water. "Now," said  Finn when he saw this ship 148  
do not know." So  Finn took the eight Small Men 150  
day on it, and then  Finn and the eight Small Men 150  

pleased to see the great  Finn Mac Cool that he ordered 151  
was over he spoke to  Finn and told him that a 151  
King. "Have no fear, said  Finn , "I and my men will 154  
it with my head."  Finn then asked that the strongest 155  
to look after him. Then  Finn and his eight Small Men 155  
while Knowing Man spoke to  Finn and said: "You did a 155  
know that much," said  Finn , "maybe you can tell us 156  
us good warning," said  Finn to Hearing Ear, "when she 163  
on our guard," said  Finn . No sooner were the words 165  
chamber. As he did so,  Finn , the two nurses and all 166  
it, and to watch while  Finn measured it with his own 166  
not run away,' said  Finn . "Let us follow the witch 169  
" So there and then  Finn and the eight Small Men 170  
castle of the witch, leaving  Finn Bowman and some others to 170  
ship. When they reached it,  Finn ordered sails to be raised 173  
" . "Far Feeler," said  Finn , "be ready to tell us 177  
fell dead into the sea.  Finn and the Small Men sailed 180  
there that are bigger than  Finn Mac Cool himself." When 182  
and knocked on the door.  Finn himself opened the door for 184  
once more. He warmly thanked  Finn and the Small Men. He 184  
  

 Most Frequently used Lexical Words / 1993 / Fionn 
 
FIONN........29 (1993) 
Junior. 1993). The Boyhood of  Fionn The Stories of the Celts 94  
Cumhal had a son named  Fionn . The boy's mother feared that 101  
The two wise women reared  Fionn as the son of a 102  
of warriors to kill him.  Fionn had to leave his mountain 103  
but had no luck. When  Fionn asked him why he spent 106  
Then one morning in springtime,  Fionn heard a shout and a 106  
shone like silver. He told  Fionn to roast it over a 107  
and bring it to him.  Fionn was not to eat any 107  

to eat any of it.  Fionn cooked the salmon very 
carefully 107  

to take away the pain.  Fionn Becomes Wise When Fionn 
brought 109  

pain. Fionn Becomes Wise When  Fionn brought the salmon to his 110  
said sadly. From then on,  Fionn could see the past and 110  
The Leader of the Fianna  Fionn left Finnéigeas and made his 211  
came among them. "I am  Fionn Mac Cumhail, and I have 213  
the Fianna, would have harmed  Fionn , but he dared not, as 215  
the Fianna hung their head.  Fionn jumped to his feet, and 221  
friend of Fionn's father, gave  Fionn a magic spear. "Press this 222  
as the goblin plays."  Fionn Faces the Goblin Fionn took 225  
" Fionn Faces the Goblin  Fionn took the spear and went 227  
goblin vanished into the mist.  Fionn Becomes Leader Back at Tara 229  
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"Will you shake hands with  Fionn and take him as your 231  
Ireland?" Goll turned to  Fionn and shook his hand. Fionn 231  
Fionn and shook his hand.  Fionn was now leader of the 231  
before him. The Fianna With  Fionn as its leader, the Fianna 235  
became famous throughout the 
land.  

Fionn had his fort on the 235  

who was the son of  Fionn MacCumhail and much loved by 244  
near, she called out to  Fionn . "Great chief, I am Niamh 245  
Land of the Young."  Fionn was sad, for he feared 246  
he said. Waving goodbye to  Fionn and his friends, he jumped 247  
  

 Most Frequently used Lexical Words / 1996 / Fionn 
 
FIONN........49 (1996) 
great wolfhounds ran beside them.  Fionn Mac Cumhaill was the leader 194  
beautiful music on the harp.  Fionn liked to listen to the 204  
come from?" "I am  Fionn ," answered the boy. "My 225  
" said Finegas. He took  Fionn to his hut and gave 227  
hot food and clean clothes.  Fionn lived happily with the old 228  
heroes and battles. By day  Fionn kept the hut warm and 228  

cooked the meals. One evening  Fionn heard footsteps coming 
towards the 231  

Knowledge!" gasped Finegas. While  Fionn lit a fire Finegas prepared 232  
you say, sir," replied  Fionn . As the fish cooked, a 232  
blister rose from its back.  Fionn forgot what Finegas had said 233  
thumb. To ease the pair  Fionn sucked his thumb. As soon 233  
the fish. In the cloud  Fionn saw himself as a man 234  
battles and won them all.  Fionn also received the gift of 236  
staring at?" he asked  Fionn . When Fionn told him what 240  
" he asked Fionn. When  Fionn told him what had happened 240  
very sad. He knew that  Fionn had received the gift of 240  
of Knowledge. Many years later  Fionn went to visit the High 241  
Fianna to a great feast.  Fionn followed the warriors into the 241  
the Fianna before his death.  Fionn set out for Tara hoping 243  
the goblin's music. At last  Fionn stepped forward. "My name is 248  
stepped forward. "My name is  Fionn , the son of Cumhall," 248  
wish," answered the king.  Fionn grabbed his magic spear and 249  
could reach the wooden walls  Fionn beat out the fire with 250  
the palace walls. Once more  Fionn beat out the fire. When 250  
but did not get far.  Fionn hurled his magic spear through 251  
of the Fianna to sleep.  Fionn got his magic spear from 257  
old man's gratitude. Next day  Fionn became leader of the Fianna 260  
the goblin's sleep they saw  Fionn returning to Tara, carrying the 262  
the Fianna, and to serve  Fionn and his king. (Ages Ago 274  
TIR NA nOG One morning  Fionn Mac Cumhaill and the Fianna 279  
Killarney. Oisin, the son of  Fionn , was with them.There was 279  

'What is your name?'asked  Fionn Mac Cumhaill. `My name is 281  
go away with you.'  Fionn was sad to see his 286  
he wished he could see  Fionn and the Fianna and his 288  
Ireland. But Ireland had changed.  Fionn and the Fianna were long 290  
told the saint all about  Fionn and the Fianna. He also 294  

1996). The Salmon of Knowledge  Fionn Mac Cumhaill's father was 
killed 299  

Cumhaill's father was killed when  Fionn was very young. Fionn's mother 299  
mountains. The wise women taught  Fionn well. They taught him most 299  

wild animals in the forest.  Fionn grew brave and strong. 
However 301  

So they decided to send  Fionn to Finnéigeas, the bard, to 301  
lit a fire and told  Fionn to watch the fish while 306  
to taste the smallest morsel.  Fionn cooked the salmon over the 306  
from burning. After a while  Fionn saw a blister on the 308  
it. It was very hot.  Fionn put his thumb into his 308  
he knew at once that  Fionn now had the gift of 310  

had the gift of knowledge.  Fionn told Finnéigeas what had 
happened 310  

was sad but he wished  Fionn well. From that day, whenever 310  
well. From that day, whenever  Fionn Mac Cumhaill put his thumb 312  
  
 
#2 

 Most Frequently used Lexical Words / 1993 / Cuchulainn 
 
CUCHULAINN...30 (1993) 
changed. He was known as  Cuchulainn - the Hound of Culann 43  
Book 1 / Junior. 1993).  Cuchulainn and Ferdia As Queen Maeve's 46  
their hour of danger. Only  Cuchulainn , their great hero, was free 48  
on the borders of Ulster,  Cuchulainn had to face them alone 49  
He had grown up with  Cuchulainn and he loved him like 52  
tried to turn him against  Cuchulainn . "Cuchulainn says that you are 52  

to fight against his friend.  Cuchulainn Faces Ferdia The two 
champions 55  

drink across the ford to  Cuchulainn , while Cuchulainn sent Ferdia 
herbs 

56  

the ford to Cuchulainn, while  Cuchulainn sent Ferdia herbs for his 56  
downstream. Falling to his knees, Cuchulainn grabbed the deadly spear and 62  
As the noble hero fell,  Cuchulainn took him in his arms 65  
Ferdia, in his dying breath.  Cuchulainn felt only sadness in his 66  

spell and came to help  Cuchulainn . Together, they drove the 
forces 67  

Connacht and Ulster was over,  Cuchulainn returned to his home at 72  
to health. Maeve however blamed Cuchulainn for her defeat and she 73  
of Gelatin the Wizard, whom  Cuchulainn had killed in battle. When 73  
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spells so they could destroy  Cuchulainn . After seven years they 
returned 73  

the underworld. The Goblins Find Cuchulainn Travelling on the wind, the 76  
over Ulster until they saw  Cuchulainn in his dun. With their 77  
the sounds of battle and  Cuchulainn was sure his lands were 77  
chariot. Strange Things Happen 
As  

Cuchulainn put on his cloak, his 81  

As he left Eamhain Macha,  Cuchulainn could hear the sad cries 82  
would never see him again.  Cuchulainn paid no heed and he 82  
Curoi. Erc threw his spear.  Cuchulainn blocked it with his shield 86  
the second spear, but again,  Cuchulainn was able to save himself 86  
stumbled to the ground, dying.  Cuchulainn leaped from the chariot. Filled 87  
Cuchulainn's side. The Death of  Cuchulainn The great warrior fell to 89  
him. Slowly the hero-light left  Cuchulainn and his head sank onto 91  
Celts Stories like that of  Cuchulainn are very old. They were 97  
stories of Conor Mac Neasa,  Cuchulainn and the Red Branch Knights 98  
  

 Most Frequently used Lexical Words / 1996 / Cuchulainn 
 
CUCHULAINN...24 (1996) 
 CUCHULAINN GOT HIS NAME Conor Mac 1  
like that name,' said  Cuchulainn and he was called Cuchulainn 19  
Cuchulainn and he was called  Cuchulainn for ever after that. (The 19  
Time 1 / Junior. 1996).  CUCHULAINN AND FERDIA At the time 22  
asleep under a spell. Only  Cuchulainn was free of the spell 26  

fighting soldier, Ferdia, to face  Cuchulainn . Ferdia and Cuchulainn were 
friends 28  

to face Cuchulainn. Ferdia and  Cuchulainn were friends from boyhood 
and 28  

by, Ferdia was winning. Then  Cuchulainn called for his magic spear 39  
him floating on the water.  Cuchulainn threw the spear with mighty 40  
lay dying in the water.  Cuchulainn wept for his old comrade 40  
a faint. The charioteer brought  Cuchulainn to a safe hiding place 43  
Setanta was given the name  Cuchulainn , which means the Hound of 65  
means the Hound of Culann.  Cuchulainn grew up and became a 67  
fell into a deep sleep.  Cuchulainn escaped the spell and was 70  

her the bull. Every day  Cuchulainn attacked Maeve's army, killing 
many 74  

of her warriors could match  Cuchulainn she sent for her best 74  

if you do battle with  Cuchulainn ," promised Maeve. 
"Cuchulainn is 

75  

Ferdia angrily. "I will fight  Cuchulainn to the death." The 78  
swords. That evening Ferdia 
wounded  

Cuchulainn in the chest. Cuchulainn felt 80  

wounded Cuchulainn in the 
chest.  

Cuchulainn felt weak and staggered 
backwards 80  

felt weak and staggered 
backwards.  

Cuchulainn and Ferdia grewmup together 
as 82  

When Ferdia refused to fight  Cuchulainn Maeve told him "Cuchulainn 
has 82  

untrue but Ferdia believed her.  Cuchulainn had a small magic spear 85  
the middle of the ford.  Cuchulainn lifted his dead friend and 86  
  
 
#3 

 Most Frequently used Lexical Words / 1993 / Conor 
 
CONOR........20 (1993) 
was on earth. His uncle,  Conor Mac Neasa, was King of 6  
Armagh is today. The Macra  Conor Mac Neasa had a troop 9  

Young Setanta A sister of  Conor lived near Dun Dealgan 
(Dundalk 12  

rest of them past King  Conor who was playing a game 21  
made swords and spears for  Conor Mac Neasa and his warriors 27  
was invited too. When King  Conor was setting out for Culann's 27  
Fort On reaching Culann's fort,  Conor and his men were welcomed 31  

mouth. The hound fell dead.  Conor Remembers Setanta Inside the 
dun 38  

Remembers Setanta Inside the dun,  Conor jumped to his feet and 39  
we have the stories of  Conor Mac Neasa, Cuchulainn and the 98  
Cooley At the time when  Conor Mac Neasa ruled over Ulster 262  
Sorrows The Druid's Warning King  Conor Mac Neasa of Ulster was 285  
should be killed, but King  Conor said: "No, I will take 287  
Deirdre and save her from  Conor . Together, they made a plan 291  
their friends. All this time,  Conor was thinking of revenge. At 294  
behind and feast with him.  Conor did not come to welcome 299  
servant, when he returned, told  Conor that he had just seen 299  
of Uisneach to him. King  Conor Takes his Revenge The three 301  
The three heroes came to  Conor in friendship and gave up 302  
gave up their weapons. But  Conor was full of hate and 302  
  

 Most Frequently used Lexical Words / 1996 / Conor 
 
CONOR........30 (1996) 
CUCHULAINN GOT HIS NAME  Conor Mac Nessa, the king of 3  
Ulster. Culann, the smith, invited  Conor to a feast. Conor with 4  
invited Conor to a feast.  Conor with a few of his 4  
'Come with me,' said  Conor . 'You can join us as 6  
follow you later.' When  Conor and his warriors arrived at 8  
at Culann's fort, Culann asked  Conor if everybody had arrived. 'Yes 8  

everybody had arrived. 'Yes,'  Conor said, forgetting that Setanta 
was 8  
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other in fear and amazement.  Conor stood up. 'I had forgotten 14  
FERDIA At the time when  Conor Mac Nessa was king of 24  

A long time ago King  Conor MacNeasa ruled Ulster. He 
lived 50  

called Culann worked for King  Conor . One day King Conor and 52  
King Conor. One day King  Conor and his friends were invited 52  
drinking vessels. Culann welcomed 
King  

Conor and his friends, and led 59  

noise and rushed out. King  Conor and his knights were delighted 63  
put a spell on King  Conor and his warriors. The Red 70  
This is one of them.  Conor MacNeasa was King of Ulster 361  
to kill the baby, but  Conor refused. 'The child will be 366  
a wise old woman. Only  Conor knew where she was and 373  
love. 'I will not marry  Conor ,' Deirdre said. 'He is 377  
Deirdre and Naoise knew that  Conor would be very angry with 378  
but they were afraid of  Conor . The men of Ulster wanted 381  
The men of Ulster wanted  Conor to pardon them. 'We need 382  
' they said. At first  Conor refused to let Naoise and 382  
keeps his promises.' But  Conor too had a condition. 'The 387  
straight to my palace,'  Conor said. 'They must not even 387  
even stop to eat.'  Conor had made a cunning plan 389  
Fergus to a great feast.  Conor knew that Fergus could never 389  
more frightened. In the morning  Conor sent his soldiers to get 393  
they fought bravely. But when  Conor offered them gifts of land 394  
He was so angry with  Conor that he left Ulster forever 396  
  
 
#4 

 Most Frequently used Lexical Words / 1993 / Setanta 
 
SETANTA......22 (1993) 
Story of  Setanta Stories of Long Ago Ireland 1  
us about the boy hero,  Setanta , who lived in Ulster about 6  
other games too. The Young  Setanta A sister of Conor lived 11  
old son whose name was  Setanta . Setanta longed to join the 12  
son whose name was Setanta.  Setanta longed to join the Macra 12  

she gave him his way.  Setanta Goes to Eamhain Macha 
Setanta 14  

Setanta Goes to Eamhain Macha  Setanta set out alone for the 15  
our game!" They attacked  Setanta from all sides and threw 18  
threw their spears at him.  Setanta caught the spears on his 18  
the hurleys on his back.  Setanta Fights Back Setanta was now 20  
his back. Setanta Fights Back  Setanta was now very angry. He 21  
angry at first but when  Setanta told him who he was 22  
a feast in his fort.  Setanta was invited too. When King 27  
setting out for Culann's dun,  Setanta was in the playing field 27  

said the king, forgetting about  Setanta . Culann let loose his hound 33  
Culann let loose his hound.  Setanta Sets Out Later that evening 35  
Sets Out Later that evening,  Setanta set out for the feast 36  
its red mouth wide open.  Setanta had no weapons but the 36  
hound fell dead. Conor Remembers  Setanta Inside the dun, Conor jumped 38  
cried out: "We have forgotten  Setanta . He will be torn to 39  

in wonder, for there stood  Setanta smiling and unhurt. Culann's 
great 39  

be your watch-dog," said  Setanta , "I will guard your dun 43  
  

 Most Frequently used Lexical Words / 1996 / Setanta 
 
SETANTA......20 (1996) 
Ulster, had a nephew named  Setanta . Setanta was a member of 3  
had a nephew named Setanta.  Setanta was a member of the 3  
he left, he spoke to  Setanta who was playing with other 4  
game isn't over yet,'  Setanta said. 'I'11 follow you later 7  
' Conor said, forgetting that  Setanta was still to come. 'I 8  
When his game had ended,  Setanta went to Culann's fort. On 11  
him with a ferocious growl.  Setanta threw the ball with such 12  
stood up. 'I had forgotten  Setanta ,' he said. At once 14  
and were delighted to find  Setanta alive. Culann too was glad 14  
too was glad to see  Setanta , but he was sad at 14  

another good dog,' said  Setanta . 'Cuchulainn, the hound of 
Culann 17  

his knights. The king's nephew,  Setanta , was a member of the 51  
set out from Eamhain Macha,  Setanta was playing a game of 53  
the king, who forgot about  Setanta . When Culann heard this he 60  
doors. A short time later  Setanta came along, carrying his sliotar 62  
feet. Suddenly, he charged at  Setanta with his teeth bared. Setanta 62  
Setanta with his teeth bared.  Setanta hit the sliotar a mighty 63  
knights were delighted to see  Setanta unhurt. But Culann was very 63  
day and night," promised  Setanta , "until you find and train 65  
" From that time on  Setanta was given the name Cuchulainn 65  
  
 
#5 

 Most Frequently used Lexical Words / 1993 / Maeve 
 
MAEVE........17 (1993) 
sickness. When the warriors of  Maeve arrived at the River Dee 49  
loved him like a brother.  Maeve knew this but she tried 52  
drove the forces of Queen  Maeve from the borders of Ulster 67  

nursed him back to health.  Maeve however blamed Cuchulainn 
for her 73  

seven years they returned to  Maeve with three magic spears which 74  
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When the forces of Queen  Maeve saw him coming they were 83  
Neasa ruled over Ulster, Queen  Maeve and her husband, Ailill, ruled 262  
Ailill, ruled in Connacht. Both  Maeve and Ailill were proud people 263  
great white bull, the Finnbheannach.  Maeve was silent for she had 263  

Bull of Cooley Next morning,  Maeve called her messenger Mac 
Roth 266  

the province of Ulster."  Maeve was delighted when she heard 268  
lend his bull to Queen  Maeve and then he held a 271  
if he had not, Queen  Maeve would have taken it by 272  
it no other way."  Maeve Marches on Ulster When Mac 275  
returned to Connacht and told  Maeve what had happened, she flew 276  
of a great army, Queen  Maeve set out for Ulster to 278  
with Conor's great enemy, Queen  Maeve . Death and ruin had come 303  
  

 Most Frequently used Lexical Words / 1996 / Maeve 
 
MAEVE........17 (1996) 
and King Ailill and Queen  Maeve ruled over Connacht, there was 24  
about a brown bull that  Maeve wanted to take by force 24  
against the whole Connacht army.  Maeve sent her best warriors against 26  
defeated all of them. Finally  Maeve asked her best fighting soldier 28  

a brother to him, but  Maeve persuaded him. The two 
warriors 28  

Connacht was ruled by Queen  Maeve . One day Maeve and her 67  

by Queen Maeve. One day  Maeve and her husband, Ailill, 
compared 67  

a fine white bull and  Maeve had no animal to equal 67  
animal to equal it. But  Maeve knew about the Brown Bull 68  
by a man called Daire.  Maeve sent messengers to Ulster to 68  
to Connacht without the bull.  Maeve gathered her army and set 68  
Brown Bull by force. As  Maeve and her army marched towards 70  
first Daire agreed to give  Maeve a loan of his bull 72  
of her best warriors. When  Maeve saw that none of her 74  

battle with Cuchulainn," promised  Maeve . "Cuchulainn is my foster-
brother," 75  

are a coward," said  Maeve . "I am not a coward 77  

Ferdia refused to fight Cuchulainn  Maeve told him "Cuchulainn has 
boasted 82  

  
 


